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On July 26, 1990, President George Bush signed into law the Americans with Disabilities Act. The ADA was the very first civil rights law for people with disabilities and it provided many life changing regulations that would make it easier for them to live their everyday lives. However, in recent years that focus is being lost. The enforcement of accessibility laws is deficient in America’s schools, and something needs to be done.  A significant lack of funds being spent to improve accessibility of public schools has brought it to many people’s attention to this issue.  As a result, many school-aged children aren’t getting the accommodations and support they need for a successful learning environment.
While federal funds have been available for financial assistance to individuals with disabilities since the 1970’s, there hasn’t been exact evaluation as to how the effectively the money has been spent.  A report on the state of Colorado by General Accounting Office reports in the 1990’s stated that in three short years from the report’s start, the need for accessibility funds would rise significantly. On average, the amount spent on improving physical accessibility into schools would rise from $40,000 needed per school to a predicted ideal $124,000. Additionally, while over half of our nation’s schools have spent over 1.5 billion dollars on the issue in the early 90’s alone, an 80% majority reported the spending as a necessary change.  Additionally, 56% estimated that they would need an additional 5.2 billion dollars in upcoming years. A study of the District of Columbia’s school system showed a direct link between classroom performance and the amount of modifications and updates made to the school facility. 
Upon my first visit to Leon High School when I was in the sixth grade, I knew exactly why many people have buzzed around town about the historic Tallahassee, Florida landmark.  I saw it’s large, white, abundant glass windows, red Spanish-style roof, and stately silhouette perched a hill. It was 3 stories high, surrounded by tennis courts, bustling students, and stairs. LOTS of stairs. As someone with Cerebral Palsy who uses a walker, it was a bit overwhelming to think about how I was going to be able to navigate through this large place, at first.  Seconds later, my anxiety hit the road.  I knew I’d be fine, because of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  I would be able to get modifications made so that I could be independent, just like every other student I saw on campus. Well, it was a battle, to say the least.  Although my local school system didn’t have a lack of funding for my many accommodations such as the ramps, punch doors, leveling of part of the hill-filled campus, etc., the money wasn’t wanted to be spent by the county.  It took years of ongoing persistence, evaluations, and excuses.  The school wasn’t able to get an elevator installed in all buildings due to the administration complaining about the cost. It was a constant battle. However, today I maneuver through Leon High like any other, with an occasional different route. I am very happy in my school today. I’m reminded of that every time I go up the ramp into my first class. 
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Check out our website for new products and exciting updates! 


http://www.ncld-youth.info
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