Press Release: October 2009
Topic: NYLN Governing Board and Committee Application
The National Youth Leadership Network (NYLN) is looking for new leaders to lead our organization. Everything NYLN does is done by young people.  We have openings on our Governing Board (GB) and our committees.  This year GB applications and Committee applications can be done at the same time!
The GB makes decisions for NYLN.  People serving on the GB participate in at least two phone meetings a month and serve approximately 15 hours per month total.  

People who serve on our three committees help carry out NYLN’s goals. Committee members attend one phone meeting, and they contribute about 5 hours, per month. 
People who want to be on the Governing Board or a committee must: 
1) Be between the ages of 16 and 28, 
2) Have a disability, and 
3) Have leadership and advocacy skills.  
“NYLN is a way for new leaders to be heard, to be respected, and to become self-empowered,” said Betsy Valnes, NYLN Executive Director.  “We look forward to including new leadership to our team. New leaders are not only important to NYLN but to the whole disability rights movement.”

The application is included below.  It can also be found at www.nyln.org . 

The National Youth Leadership Network (NYLN) is a youth-driven, youth-led organization.  We are a formal non-profit.  NYLN is made up of young leaders with disabilities.  We are from throughout the United States and its territories.  

NYLN promotes youth leadership and education.  We teach young people how to advocate.  Our goal is to make sure that young people with disabilities know how to set and reach their own goals.

For more information, visit the National Youth Leadership Network at www.nyln.org.  You can also contact Betsy Valnes, NYLN Executive Director, at 1-866-480-6565 or bvalnes@tie.net.

[image: image1.png]






National Youth Leadership Network

The National Voice for Young Leaders with Disabilities
Governing Board and Committee Application

Name:  

























Mailing Address:  



















 

City:  









State:  



Zip Code:  





Phone:  











Fax:  










E-mail Address:  





















Gender Identity:  (  Female
(  Male
     (  Genderqueer   (  Other

Date of Birth (please include month, day, year):  










Which of the positions are you applying for (please check all that apply): 
(  Governing Board


 

(  Public Information Committee only
(  Accessibility Committee only

(  Advocacy Committee only
Do you currently serve on an NYLN Committee? (  Yes (  No

Are you currently a member of one of NYLN’s State Partners in North Carolina, New York, or Idaho? (  Yes (  No

(The following information is optional.  It will be kept private.)
What is your disability?  


















How would you categorize it? [Please check all that apply.]
(  Mobility

(  Hearing


(  Visual

(  Learning

(  Cognitive
(  Health


(  Emotional/Behavior 
(  Psychiatric (  Other  

















What is your race/ethnicity?  [Please check all that apply.]
(  African American

(  Latino/Latina

(  White/Caucasian

(  Asian    (  Native American/Alaska Native
(  Pacific Islander

(  Arab American  


(  Other  











What size town you are from?


(  Small, rural area
    


(  Mid-sized   



(  City or suburb

(Under 50,000 people)


(50,000-250,000 people)  (Over 250,000 people)
The Application must include the following:
1. Cover Page: The page above that includes your name, contact information, etc.  It goes on top of your packet. 
2. Resume: This can be a formal resume, a list describing your experiences, or a personal biography [a paragraph that tells us about your leadership experiences].
3. Recommendation Letter:
· One letter of recommendation must come from someone who can tell us about your leadership abilities.  This person cannot be a family member. 
· This letter MUST BE INCLUDED with your application – not sent separately.
4. Essay Questions: Please answer the following questions.  Your answer to each question should be no more than 500 words.
Question #1:  Pretend that you are writing your own personal dictionary.  Define the following words/phrases and tell us what they mean to you: 

· Advocate (noun, as in “the person”):

· Disability Pride:

· Inclusion:

· Social Justice:
· Empowerment:

Question #2: What have you done to make change in your community?  What leadership abilities could you share with NYLN?  What do you want NYLN to know about you that we may not know to ask?!
Applications MUST be postmarked by

Friday, November 6, 2009!









National Youth Leadership Network


The National Voice for Young Leaders with Disabilities!


























Contributing to the vision of an inclusive community!


Governing Board & Committee Member Application 





The National Youth Leadership Network (NYLN) is a youth-driven, youth-led organization.  We are a formal non-profit.  NYLN is made up of young leaders with disabilities.  We are from throughout the United States and its territories.  





NYLN promotes youth leadership and education.  We teach young people how to advocate.  Our goal is to make sure that young people with disabilities know how to set and reach their own goals.





To serve on the Governing Board or on a Committee, you must:


Be between 16 and 28 years old;


Have experience as a leader; 


Believe in full-inclusion; and 


Practice disability pride.





Governing Board Members also serve on a committee and contribute about 15 hours per month.  Committee Members contribute about 5 hours per month.





To find out more, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyln.org" ��www.nyln.org� or call Betsy Valnes, Executive Director, at 1-866-480-6565, ext. 1.


















































SEND YOUR COMPLETED APPLICATION PACKET TO:





Information about NYLN:


The National Youth Leadership Network encourages young leaders to:


Set goals and work toward reaching them; 


Serve their local communities; 


Become involved in the disability rights movement; and


  Know the value behind their experiences.





NYLN Activities Include: 


   NYLN Newsletter (Public Information Committee): Our newsletter comes out four times a year.  The articles are written by and for young people.  It includes current events, opinion articles, and personal stories.  Your voice matters!





   Webcasts (Advocacy Committee): Webcasts are group discussions over the telephone and the Internet.  These conversations are led by youth experts.  They don’t cost anything.  It’s a chance to talk with other young people around the country and share ideas or ask questions.





Community Training Materials (Accessibility Committee): Your role in community activities means something!  NYLN can share leadership materials and training tools for you to serve as a leader in schools, clubs, community organizations, etc.





Important information:


Applications MUST be postmarked by


Friday, November 6, 2009!





Applications MUST be sent in hard copy to:





National Youth Leadership Network


Attn: Betsy Valnes


PO Box 5908


Bethesda, MD  20824








By E-Mail:                     (


Address:  bvalnes@tie.net


Send in any of the following formats:


ASCII Text


MS Word


Word Perfect


Please make the subject line of your e-mail:  "GB Application"





By Mail:                       (


NYLN Application Site


Attn: Betsy Valnes


Governing Board Application


221 S. Central Ave.


Pierre, SD  57501





Fax:  (605) 224-8320








�











