	What is the NYLN?

The National Youth Leadership Network (NYLN) is a non-profit organization run by and for young people with disabilities. We work to build power among youth with disabilities.

We are made up of young leaders with disabilities from across the U.S. and its territories. The Governing Board -- made up of young people -- leads the Network.

We:

· Work with young people to develop their leadership skills and understanding of social change.

· Work to get young people  more involved at national, state and local levels. 

· Share information about how to build support systems. This could include education, employment, independent living, health, and wellness.

· Listen to young people’s priorities when it comes to social change.


	
	Mission Statement
NYLN's mission is to promote youth leadership, education, and advocacy. We make sure that youth with disabilities have the chance to set and reach their own goals.

Priorities 
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NYLN remains dedicated to bettering the lives of people with disabilities. NYLN has set new goals to include people who are also affected by racism and heterosexism. In this way, NYLN is expanding to create a stronger, more inclusive Disability Community.  New priorities include:

· Developing communities that maximize self-determination through the Reap What You Sow curriculum.
· Promoting disability-positive sexuality and sexual health.
· Supporting independent media making that allows us to use media tools to tell our stories.
	
	National Youth 

Information Center

NYLN serves as a Youth Information Center. This is a national site for information. Our website has a directory of resources for youth with disabilities and allies.     

                                                 NYLN members have written ten documents about topics important to youth with disabilities. Topics include: accessibility and accommodations, respectful language, housing, education, dating, employment, recreation, transportation, voting, and ways to facilitate using popular education, which is a hands-on teaching/learning technique. They are available on our website.
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Speaker’s Bureau             Young people are experts! NYLN leaders are asked to serve on boards and committees all over the country. NYLN speakers are also available to give public presentations in schools, conferences, and community events. 

	Committee Activities

NYLN committee activities take place year-round.

The Outreach and Involvement Committee:
- Organizes trainings; 

- Leads efforts to recruit new members;
- Runs NYLN’s social media presence; and
- Connects with other organizations.

The Education and Media Committee
- Publishes a disability culture zine;
- Coordinates the Disability Justice track at the Allied Media Conference; and
- Creates media projects speaking out against violence using art and the Internet.
Webcasts                                     NYLN conducts webcast trainings led by youth experts. They are free, and members can participate on the phone or on the Internet. Webcasts allow members to talk with other young people all over the country and get more information about the webcast topic. 

* 

	
	Monthly E-News                  NYLN sends emails to our members listing opportunities and news. NYLN also publishes writing and art by members about their experiences as disabled youth.
The Reap What You Sow Curriculum                         NYLN recently unveiled a new curriculum. It is a set of learning activities that talks about how to build support systems that maximize self-determination. It is designed for youth with disabilities, family members, and allies. 
Become a Member of NYLN

Anyone can become a member! Just go to www.nyln.org.  You will find a link that says: Become A Member. Once you are a member, you will get updates and resources right away.  There is no cost to be a member of NYLN.
For more info contact:

NYLN 
1-866-480-6565

E-mail: bvalnes@nyln.org
www.nyln.org 
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Youth-Led

Youth-Driven

Youth Voice

Youth Power

“Leadership begins with understanding yourself and those you lead.  As youth with disabilities, we lead the charge against discrimination.  We fight for full inclusion.  We are empowered.” 
Aaron T. Baier

NYLN President


